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DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2021 

Academic Alley 
Mathematics fluency is critical for students. Memorizing math facts increases students 
speed and proficiency. It allows more time to evaluate problems and solve complicated real 
world issues related to logic.  It also increases the chance that students will learn to love 
math.  Spending time playing games together at the kitchen table or in the car can truly 
help students gain mathematical minds and logical reasoning skills. Here are just a few 
ideas that you can try with a regular deck of cards: War, Gin Rummy, Uno, Set, Shut the 
Box. Try this card game for addition, subtraction and algebra. You will need three people. 
Two people each hold a card on their foreheads facing out, but they can not see their own 
card. The third person adds up the cards and announces the total. Each person has to 
guess the card on their own forehead by determining the missing amount. You can either 
take the picture cards out of the deck or use them as ten points each.  

         Math is all around us. Try these games in the car or when you are out for a walk. 

• Try figuring out the number of exits between the one you are passing and the exit you 
will leave the highway. 

• Count lamp posts. 

• Count the number of cars of specific colors. 
 

English and Language Arts 
A committee of teachers and administrator’s have been reviewing new language and literacy 
programs for adoption in Miller Place. After meeting with company representatives and  
speaking with other districts, six classes at AMPS will be piloting two new programs this year. 
Both of these programs are standards based. If your child’s class is a part of the pilot program, 
you have been notified. 

Parent Teacher Conferences: 

• Parent Teacher Conferences may be in person, over the phone or via Google Class-
room. 

• Children will not be allowed into the building on Parent/Teacher Conference 
Day. Please make alternative arrangements for child care if you plan on an 
in person meeting. 

• Masks must be worn at all times during in person conferences. 

• Please be sure to review your child’s report card in the school portal prior to 
the conference. 

• Please let the teacher know if there is something specific you would like to 
focus on at the conference. 

December   
Calendar 

 
8—Picture Make 
Up Day 
 
10—Report Cards 
Posted 
 
13—NO STUDENT  
ATTENDANCE—
PARENT/TEACHER  
CONFERENCES 
 
Holiday Dress Up 
Days 
16—Wear Holiday 
Socks 
17- Wear a  
Holiday Headdress 
20-Wear Holiday 
Jewelry 
21– Wear a  
Holiday Sweater 
22— Pajama and 
Movie Day 
 
12/23/20-1/2/21 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Holiday Break 
See on January 3rd. 
Happy New Year! 

SCHOOL DOINGS 
1) Holiday dress up days are attached. We love seeing students get into the Holiday Spirit. 
 
2) We are trying to get students outside for recess and PE as often as possible. Please be 
sure to dress your child in sneakers and layers each day. 
 
3) Please send your child to school with a refillable water bottle each day. 
 
4) Please send laptops to school everyday they are requested. Please see that they are 
charged. 
 
5) Beginning in December, we will expand our safety drills to include lock down drills. Please 
do not be alarmed if your child comes home and says they participated in a lockdown drill. 
These drills are conducted in a friendly manner. They ensure that everyone is prepared in 
case of an emergency and allow us to review and improve on our procedures. In the event 
of a real emergency, you would be contacted. 
 
6) Please label ALL student clothing. 


